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TRANSLATION MODELS.
The Distribution of plants.

Plants are found on nearly all parts of the
surface of the globe, but no two countries have
all their plants alike. They are found in the
greatest luxuriance and variety in hotand damp
climates. They are not found in the very
coldest or very driest regions, nor at very
great depths in lakes,or in the ocean. As a rule,
they diminish in size, as well as in number of
kinds, in proceeding from the tropics to the
frigid zones ; as regards size there are excep-
tions, as the gum trees of South Australia and
the Wellingtonia of California, which are
amongst the most gigantic of known plants ; the
seaweeds of cold seas are also far more bulky
than those of the tropical regions.

Besides the plants now growing upon the
surface of the earth, the remains of many others
that are no longer living anywhere, are found
in rocks at various depths beneath it. Of
these, those that lived most recently and are
hence found in the more newly formed rocks,
are like existing plants ; those that lived longer
ago are less like existing ones, and are some-
times very different-looking indeed. In short,
the lopger agoethe plants lived the less like

i 3

s B

AAAAN

they were to plants now living ; but however

‘different are the plants that lived longest ago,

they all seem to have grown much in the same
way, to have depended on similar conditions,
of light, heat, and moisture, and to have follow-
ed the same general course of life.
——Hooker's Botany Primer pages 14 and 15.
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